. . . The criminal extermination of Poland and 
its people is today taking place before the eyes of 
the world. Unprecedented brutality cloaks itself 
in phrases about the ‘new European and World 
order.’ We are a living example of this ‘New Order.’ 
Herr Gurtner, the German Minister of Justice, de- 
clared in Cracow that Poland is today the testing 
ground for the future ‘World State.’ The ‘just 
regime’ established here will be the pattern for the 
other nations under German protection. 

The war, however, is not over. The end may yet 
be different from that envisaged by the Fascist 
ambitions. Successful aggression has reached its 
zenith. The subjugation of continental Europe has 
not brought the Nazis the peace they need for the 
consolidation of their conquests. The British Isles 
have withstood the dangers of invasion and are 
today a glorious fortress of the fredorn of all na- 
tions. The powers of violence, undermined from 
within by the hatred of all enslaved peoples, cannot 
last. 

Deep faith in the victory of justice and freedom, 
and profound conviction that despite its apparent 
strength today aggressive barbarism must lose in 
the end, have endowed the Polish people, its work- 
ing masses in cities and vilages, with indomitable 
courage in the face of the invader. 

FIGHTING UNDERGROUND 

We have been forced underground. Every mo- 
ment the bloody terror claims victims among us. 
Despite the fact that the slightest connection with 
the work of liberation — even the reading or posses- 
sion of an illegal newspaper — is punished by exe- 
cution or by slow death in a concentration camp, 
a far-flung network of freedom has come into being 
in the darkness of conspiracy. It has created an 
invincible stream that steadily undermines the 
conqueror, surrounding him with the implacable 
hatred of all Poles which will never permit him to 
strike root and consolidate his power in our country. 

W e are still a nation of thirty million, free in 
spirit, united in the common effort to overthrow 
the brutal tyranny of the invaders. Our methods 
have been tested throughout a century of struggle 
for national independence. Our movement grows 
daily in scope and strength, negating all attempts 
of the propaganda to undermine our faith in the 
ultimate restoration of Poland. 

We are cut off from the "world by the frontiers 
of the occupation. The radio — -forbidden, but care- 
fully concealed from the enemy’s eyes — is our only 
link with other nations. But we know that the 
spirit or resistance is already awake in the peoples 
enslaved by Hitlerism and Fascism. Every mani- 
festation of revolutionary activity, every news of 
secret preparation for the overthrow' of the oppres- 
sor, awakens echoes of solidarity in Poland. Warm 
comradeship links us with all subjected nations 
who fight against intolerable tyranny of the occu- 
pation. Our common fate must lead to common 


action. Co-operation today in the underground 
struggle to hasten' the moment of liberation, to 
weaken the enemy and thus render the final blow' 
more decisive, will build a firm bond, of understand- 
ing between the peoples of Europe. The Europe 
of tomorrow which will be born out of this bloody 
conflict will be rebuilt securely upon new' founda- 
tions : it will be a Free Union of Free and Equal 
Peoples. 

. . . Our struggle, like the struggles of other op- 
pressed nations, is carried on by united effort to 
a common end : freedom and social justice in our 
own land, and a new' and better order in Europe. 

We are firmly convinced that the enemy will be 
overthrown in the end. At the first opportunity the 
conquered peoples will arise to strike the death 
blow to the invader. Therefore, m the name of the 
Polish people, w'orking and fighting in underground 
conspiracy, we call to the peoples of the world. 

We call to all who have risen in arms to fight 
the powers of oppression, to all who wage an 
underground struggle against the dark terror. 

We call, too, to the nations who are still outside 
the armed conflict in this historic tragedy. 

We call to the people of Germany, of Italy, of 
Russia ! 

No persecutions can compel us to abandon the 
banner of national and social liberty. 

We call to the peoples of the world to join with 
us! 

Look at the bloody face of the "New Order” w'hich 
a victorious totalitarianism holds in promise. Look 
at our country w'hich is being transformed into a 
vast graveyard! This is the fate w'hich aw'aits the 
conquered. The brutal methods of wholesale exter- 
mination, the systematic moral and physical tor- 
tures which are inflicted today by the invaders 
upon millions of people outdo the darkest pages 
of human history. 

The w'ar of today, the Avar against the instigators 
of war, is above all a defense of the very founda- 
tions of civilization, a defense of the most ele- 
mentary human rights. In this conflict no one 
can remain neutral. We call upon the working- 
people of the w'orld to unite with us in the struggle 
against the new tyranny. Let the century-old 
slogan of Polish liberation — 

FOR YOUR FREEDOM AND FOR OURS! 

lead us in our fight for 

FREEDOM, EQUALITY, and 
INDEPENDENCE! 

THE UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT OF THE 
WORKING MASSES OF POLAND. 
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Ante Pavelic, the expert in assassination; for the 
Ukrainians, a scion of the house of Skoropadski is 
being kept in readiness; no doubt there are Geor- 
gians, Armenians and Azebaidjanians also, as well 
as White Russians, and even perhaps “White’' 
White Russians. 

But what is most relevant to the future of the 
war in this gigantic enterprise is that its ultimate 
objective is the establishment in Russia of Govern- 
ments which will carry out Hitler’s orders as faith- 
fully as do the Men of Vichy and the obscure mas- 
ters of puppet Slovakia or Croatia. Wherever Hit- 
ler has overthrown a State or a regime, his first 
care has been to ensure that the resources of that 
State are harnessed to the German war effort. In- 
deed, Hitler’s decision to attack Russia may well 
have been prompted in part by the encouraging 
spectacle of Vichy’s compliance with his designs. 

AVith his customary guile, Hitler conceals this 
project behind the facade of the anti-Bolshevik 
crusade ; it is even reported that his propaganda has 
persuaded some thousands of artless Frenchmen 
to contribute to the further enslavement of their 
country by enlisting for service on the Eastern 
Front; Hitler hoped, furthermore, that the Catholic 
Church will requite him for his persecution of 
German Catholicism by giving its blessings to the 
new campaign. 

In England as well as in Poland, at any rate, the 
sudden unfurling by Hitler of the crumpled and 
faded banner of anti-Communism has failed to pro- 
duce the division of opinion for which the Nazis 
hoped. But those people who, whilst they applaud 
Russian resistance, nevertheless contemplate with 
equanimity the possibility that the Soviet regime 
may be overthrown, would do well to picture to 
themselves what sort of a regime Hitler is likely 
to set up in its place. 
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has to pass through a city, every preparation of a 
military offensive, every Polish memorial day brings 
new arrests, new deportations to concentration 
camps, which are tantamount to a sentence of death. 
The families of the victims are then notified by a 
brief telegram or letter from the Gestapo, inform- 
ing them that the remains of the “deceased” may 
be obtained on payment of seven marks. Life in 
the penal camps is a moral and physical hell. Nazi 
ingenuity knows no bounds in the invention of 
torture. The prisoners are driven out in the bitter- 
est frost in light clothing, forced to carry weights 
in outstretched arms, to do calisthenics for hours. 
Those who collapse are beaten into unconsciousness. 
Life is a round of endless brutal beatings, without 


provocation, without cause, merely to sate the 
sadism of the tormentors. Dozens of people are 
martyred daily by wanton cruelty. 

But what of the rest of the nation? Herr Ley, 
the Leader of the Labor Front, one of the chiefs of 
theSNazi State, has- declared that a German’s wish 
is law. For us there are no laws, no security. 
Either today, or tomorrow, in a street car, on the 
street, at home, anyone may be seized and sent to 
prison or to a concentration camp. 

We are crushed under the invader’s heel. His 
arbitrary decrees affect every section of the popu- 
lation. First the Jews are shut up into ghettos, 
condemned to slavery and hunger, to heavy and 
often senseless labor ; then special districts are 
designated for Poles, and quotas of slaves for work 
in Germany imposed upon them. Approximately 
twenty thousand Jews have been drafted for labor 
duty, and half a million Poles have been deported 
to Germany for forced labor. 

The deliberate extermination of the people is 
accompanied by the systematic destruction of the 
country’s economic life. Only the most profitable 
enterprises are retained, merely to be given to some 
favored German. Landed estates and farms, fac- 
tories, private and co-operative shops are being 
expropriated by the Nazi looters. The populations 
of entire villages in Poznan, Pomorze, Kalisz, Lodz, 
in the whole area annexed by the Reich, have 
been deported. The farms from which the peasants 
were driven with nothing but a bundle on their 
backs, are being converted into model settlements 
for Germans from the Baltic countries, from Vol- 
hynia, Bessarabia, Roumania. The peasants’ prop- 
erty is given to them. With truly Prussian brazen- 
ness, Herr Greisser declared at Poznan that in ten 
years there will not be a single ear of grain in the 
lands annexed from Poland which has not been 
grown by a German hand. 

The sinister plan for creating a ‘Herrenvolk’ 
(Master race) and of enslaving the Polish people 
is in full sway. 

Under Hitler’s domination we are doomed to 
enslavement and to extinction as a nation. Each 
German soldier is promised that he will become 
a lord in Poland when the war is over. And should 
there be lack of space here for all these masters, 
other countries are available. Czechoslovakia, Rou- 
mania, France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark and 
Norway — these provide ample territory to realize 
the dream of a master race. 

In the execution of his plans of violence and rob- 
bery Hitler found ready allies in Italian Fascism, 
emboldened by the impunity of its aggression 
against Ethiopia and Albania . . . 

( Please turn to page 12 ) 
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